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Good Morning All,
 
You are receiving this email because of your past interest in the Woodbrook Rd. Dump Superfund
site.  If you would like to be removed from our email list, please let me know.  
 
I’ve attached a fact sheet related to the Woodbrook Rd. Dump Superfund site.  Please let me know if
you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you,
Pat Seppi
 
EPA Public Affairs Office
646.369.0068
 

mailto:Seppi.Pat@epa.gov
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Site Update 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is beginning 
a technical review of its 2013 cleanup plan, called a Record of 
Decision (ROD), which was modified in May 2018 with an 
Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD), for the 
Woodbrook Road Dump Superfund site in South Plainfield, NJ. 
The remedial action, that is, the construction work necessary to 
implement the ROD and ESD, has not yet started. EPA staff will 
conduct a technical and scientific review of the bases for the 
2013 decision and the ESD. This review process is expected to 
take 6 to 8 months to complete and it will be conducted in 
coordination with the New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP).  EPA looks forward to working with 
NJDEP to ensure that the ultimate remedy is protective of human 
health and the environment and consistent with state, as well as 
federal law. 


 
If, after the 6- to 8-month review, EPA determines a need for any changes to the 2013 cleanup plan as modified 
by the 2018 ESD, those changes would be presented to the public before any final decisions are made. The 
decision to review the remedy was made by the EPA Administrator based on a recommendation from the 
Assistant Administrator for EPA’s Office of Land and Emergency Management. 
 
What is Being Reviewed 
The remedy selected for the Woodbrook Road Dump site will be reviewed and revised, as appropriate, 
consistent with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), the 
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP), and existing EPA CERCLA 
guidance.  A review of the current remedy decision can help ensure that it utilizes appropriate human health and 
ecological risk assumptions related to the reasonably anticipated future land use for the site and does not 
select CERCLA remedial actions that are not needed to ensure protection of human health and 
the environment. 
 
The 2013 ROD called for over 120,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil and debris, including capacitors and 
capacitor parts, to be dug up and disposed of at a facility licensed to receive the waste. All polychlorinated 
biphenyl (PCB) contaminated soil and debris with concentrations greater than 1.0 parts per million (ppm) were 
to be disposed of off-site. Any material with PCB concentrations greater than 50 ppm would be disposed of at a 
facility licensed to accept that material under the Toxic Substances Control Act. The plan also called for 
establishing institutional controls to prevent future unrestricted land use, such as residential, and restoration of 
the site, including wetland areas that are disturbed during the work. 
 
After issuing the ROD, EPA performed a pre-design investigation and prepared a remedial design for the 
selected remedy, including an updated cost estimate. The major components of the remedy were estimated in 
the 2013 ROD to cost about $24.4 million. A combination of higher unit costs for disposal, and accounting for 
on-site waste management/staging and restoration costs and costs associated with additional soil volume that 
were not included in the 2013 ROD increased the estimated cost of the cleanup to $45.3 million. In May 2018,  
 
 


If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Pat Seppi 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
(646) 369-0068 
seppi.pat @epa.gov 
 
Diane Salkie 
Remedial Project Manager  
212-637-4370 
salkie.diane@epa.gov 
 
For more information on Woodbrook Road 
Dump: 
www.epa.gov/superfund/woodbrook-road 
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EPA issued an ESD to explain the increase in the remedy cost estimate identified in the remedial design, as 
compared to the remedy cost estimate provided in the 2013 ROD. 
 
Background 
The Woodbrook Road Dump Superfund site is located on land that was used as a dump in the 1940s and 1950s 
for both industrial waste and household waste until it was shut down by the state of New Jersey in 1958, 
although EPA has evidence that some disposal activities occurred after that date. Among the materials disposed 
of at the site were old electrical capacitors, which contained PCBs, causing soil contamination. Under EPA 
oversight, the current owner of the property, Texas Eastern Terminal Company (TETCO), removed a number of 
PCB-contaminated capacitors, secured the site and placed warning signs around the area. The EPA added the 
Woodbrook Road Dump site to the Superfund list in 2003. TETCO performed the remedial 
investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS) for the site, which was completed in 2013. 






